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On the Violence Against Civilians in Uzbekistan

Statement by the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights 

and the Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan

Vienna and Tashkent, 19 May 2005.  Uzbek police and security forces may have killed as many as 1000 unarmed civilians in Andijon and Pakhta-abad using machine guns, other automatic weapons, and helicopters, according to independent journalists and local human rights organizations including the Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan. Another 2000 people have been injured. The attacks on demonstrators have been followed in some cases by summary executions of the wounded, and by arbitrary arrests and detentions. The region has been blockaded, excluding news media and investigators including those from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

Our organizations categorically reject Uzbek government claims that these actions are to be justified, legally or otherwise, on the basis of security threats posed by armed groups or by the threat of terrorism. No one can accept the claim that the crowd on Babur Square in Andijon on 13 May 2005 posed a threat that would justify a massive armed assault on a crowd consisting mainly of women, who had gathered to protest repressive government policies. The assault is in violation of principles promulgated by the United Nations regarding the use of force by law enforcement officials
. 

Several governments, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and human rights organizations have called for an independent, international investigation. Our organizations further request the engagement of UN Special Rapporteurs and mechanisms to help establish responsibility for the tragic loss of life. 

The attack can be interpreted as an act of brutal repression aimed at further intimidating the Uzbek population in the face of democratic changes in Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine and Georgia. Uzbekistan is among the most repressive countries in the world, whose violations of human rights pose a threat to international peace and security because they provide a context for the generation of terrorism that can and has spread to neighbouring states and other regions. The government uses the threat of terrorism as a pretext for policies that keep its population without political and civil rights and sinking deeper into poverty.

____________________________________


 http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/h_comp42.htm

Uzbekistan is a participating State in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). The Moscow Mechanism
 must be invoked, which will allow the appointment of rapporteurs to establish facts and help Uzbekistan work together with its partners in the OSCE to ensure that tragic loss of innocent life will end. Members of the international community must re-evaluate their relationship to the Uzbek regime, and take actions to help protect the people from further destruction.
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