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10. DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS 
AND INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS SUBJECT 
TO PERSECUTION BY AUTHORITIES

In the course of the year, legal assistance was provided to a number of human right organiza-
tions and civil activists. The special emphasise was put on the observance of fundamental human 
rights guaranteed by the 11 article of the European Convention: right to the freedom of assemblies 
and right to the freedom of associations.

MHG employee D. Makarov provided legal assistance for people detained during the march for 
Cannabis legalization and use for medical purposes. Both participants and observers of the action 
were detained. This fact and the clear discrepancy between the offence and cruelty of the punish-
ment determined the choice of case. Dmitry Makarov appeared in the court for the detainees.

MHG employees also assisted in the preparation of the complaints to the European Court of 
Human Rights: on the abuse of the right to peaceful assemblies (the case of Butkevich against 
Russia: on the arrest and detainment of the journalist during G8 summit in Saint-Petersburg) and 
on the violation of the right to freedom of associations (Trade Union of Journalists: case on the 
registration refusal). 

More than 20 consultations were provided on different issues related to the detainments at 
the actions, unmotivated police brutality and illegal “prevention measures” events. In a number 
of cases (Broken up picket against falsified accuse in case of “Nevskii Express,” forbidden picket of 
Antifascist Union organization) analysis of the documents and preparation for legal proceedings 
were conducted. Inquiries on various issues of putting pressure on human rights and civil activists 
were addressed to the official power bodies.

Besides this, legal advice and representation of interests in court were provided for human 
rights organizations, including International Youth Human Rights Movement that was illegally 
recognized as inactive by the decision of the Sovetsky region court of Nizhnii Novgorod upon 
application of the Federal Registration Service. Aside of direct consulting and representation of 
interests, MHG participated in the public actions of solidarity with the International Youth Human 
Rights Movement and sent official inquiries and letters in its own name.

MHG also assisted in the legal proceedings on the appeal on Rosregistratsia actions on “Molo-
daya Yevropa” organization that specialize in the defence of the rights of young people. Rosreg-
istratsia refused to put changes in the data on managerial personnel of the organizations and 
required additional casual documents.

In view of the facts of illegal impeding of holding seminar organized by Nizhnii Novgord Hu-
man Rights Union in September, 2007, MHG employee S. Shimovolos prepared a crime complaint 
to the Nizhnii Novgorod Prosecutor’s Office (by article 141 of the Crime Procedure Code of the 
Russian Federation). The applicant asks to test the stated facts, find the affiliates and institute crimi-
nal proceedings against them.

Legal assistance was provided for Executive Director of the Bashkortostan regional office of 
“Za prava cheloveka” All-Russia Public Movement R. Davletkuzhin (Ufa city) who is accused by 163 
article of the RF Criminal Code (blackmailing offences committed in order to obtain property in 
an especially large scale). We believe that the case was falsified because of his pronounced op-
positional activity.

Legal assistance was provided to Nizhnii Novgorod human rights and charity organization 
“Centre for migrant assistance” on the fact of unfounded search and withdrawal of almost all docu-
ments and information carriers of the Centre. 
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Legal assistance in representation of interests in the court and preparation of the conclusion 
on the judgement was provided for regional public organization “Nizhnii Novgorod Human Rights 
Association (NOPCh) and “Pravo-zaschita” newspaper. Regional “NOPCh”. Regional Court of Nizhnii 
Novgorod adjudged to stop the activity of the “Pravo-Zaschita” newspaper established by the 
NOPCh and dispossessed the regional public organization of the right to publishing activity. The 
registration certificate of the “Pravo-Zaschita” newspaper PI #18-1182, issued by Privolzhski District 
Interregional Territorial Administration of the Ministry of the Russian Federation for Affairs of the 
Press, Television and Radio Broadcasting and Mass Communication Media was annulled by the 
application of the Nizhnii Novgorod Prosecutor’s Office.

The reasons for the newspaper closing were two publications that were recognized as extrem-
ist by the court: “Appeal of the Vice Prime Minister of Ichkeria Chechen republic Akhmed Zakayev 
to Russian People” (#1 of March, 2004) and “Appeal of the ChRI President Maskhadov to the Euro-
pean Parliament” (#2 of April—May, 2004)6. Interests of the NOPCh and newspaper were repre-
sented in the court by the MHG employee S.M. Shimovolos. On MHG request, an expert of the 
Independent Expert and Legal Council gave legal conclusion on the judgement of the Regional 
Court. This conclusion was used for preparation of the cassation appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the Russian Federation. 

Legal assistance was provided for activist V. of the Odintsovo town of the Moscow region 
against whom a n administrative action was initiated “for contempt of court.” Initially the ques-
tion of the criminal action was set. In our opinion, the reason for her persecution is her activity 
in the area of restoration of the rights to local self-administration that include appeals to judicial 
instances.

Legal assistance was provided for human rights activist and MHG partner D. Krayukhin against 
whom an attempt to initiate a criminal action was made.

Legal assistance (production in court) provided for a group of detained participants of the 
picket in defence of compulsory drafted coordinator of Oborona movement Oleg Kozlovsky.

In the course of the year, MHG provided legal support in more than 30 cases of activists and 
NGO persecutions.

Along with provision of legal assistance, MHG initiated (by its own or in collaboration with 
other civil organizations) coalition activity on the facts of persecutions of the human rights activ-
ists and NGOs.

11. INTERNATIONAL INTERACTIONS

In 2007, MHG continued its activity in development and enforcement of the forms of interac-
tion with international non-governmental and governmental organizations. Following forms of 
interactions were used: preparation and sending of the reports on the human rights situation in 
the Russian Federation to international organizations; implementation of joint projects with inter-
national NGOs; participation in international conferences, forums, meetings and receptions.

6  Chief Editor of “Proavo-Zachita” S. Dmitrievsky was convicted in 2006 for the same publications.
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11.1. Preparation and mailing of reports

Collection of reports “Violation of Human Rights in Modern Russia: Public Investigations” was 
published in English in the beginning of 2007. The book included results of independent public 
investigations of mass and rude violations of human rights in the regions of Russia. The book was 
sent to all Helsinki Groups, structures of the UN and European Union that specialize in the control 
of the adherence of obligations incurred by Russian Federation in the area of human rights.

11.2. Participation in joint projects

In 2007, Moscow Helsinki Group in collaboration with the Netherlands Helsinki Committee (the 
head partner) continued implementation of the project “Enforcement of the Ombudsmen and 
Human Rights Commissions Potential: Promotion of the Struggle against Racism and Discrimina-
tion”. Financial support was provided for the project by MATRA programme (the Netherlands). 
Two training courses for employees of the Federal Ombudsman administration and the RF Presi-
dent’s Council for Promotion of Civil Society Institutions and Human Rights Development and two 
first-level seminars for employees of the regional Ombudsmen administrations and Human rights 
commissions in the regions (one for Siberia and Far East and another for central regions of Russia)7 
were conducted within the project framework in 2007. 

11.3. Participation in international public events

In 2007, MHG members and employees participated in 12 international events important for 
the human rights area. Examples of these events are presented below: 

In the beginning of January, Chairman of the MHG L. Alekseeva participated in the confer-
ence in Vilnus that was devoted to the 30th anniversary of establishment of the Lithuanian Helsinki 
Group. 

On March 22, international conference on the 30th anniversary of subscription of the manifest 
of Czech human rights activists “Charter—77” organized by the University of Prague was held in 
Prague. L. Alekseeva was honour guest of the conference.

On March 29–30, OSCE conference “Freedom of assembly, association and expression of 
opinion: encouragement of complete and equal participation in pluralistic societies” was held 
in Vienne. MHG employee S. Shimovolos participated in the conference. Guidance principles for 
conduction of peaceful meetings that were adopted on the conference made it especially impor-
tant. OSCE experts that were presenting the principles expressed the hope that these principle 
will help to resolve manifestation-related conflicts in a civilized way and will restrict authorities 
intervention in realization of the indefeasible right to peaceful demonstration 

Situation of Russian Federation became the focus of the conference interest. Closing of the 
Association for Russian-Chechen Friendship and recent cases of disruption of protest demonstra-
tions in Saint Petersburg and police blockade of Nizhnii Novgorod in order to prevent similar dem-
onstration became reasons for discussions. 

Within the parallel actions framework the MHG presented a final report on the situation of hu-
man rights in OSCE countries in 2006. 

Collection of reports on the violation of the right on peaceful assemblies in the regions of Rus-
sia and persecution of public organizations activity related to the coverage of Chechnya situation 
was also presented at the conference. 

7  More detailed information is provided in the 2nd section of the report (Educational activity of the MHG).
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On May 2, on the eve of the Russia and European Community consultations on human rights, 
representatives of the German government held a meeting with the leading activists of Russian 
NGOs. Among those invited to Berlin were the President of Glasnost Defence Foundation Aleksey 
Simonov, Chairperson of the Moscow Helsinki Group Lyudmila Alekseeva, chairperson of “Grazh-
danskoye Sodeistviye” committee Svetlana Gannushkina and Chairman of the “Memorial” human 
rights centre Oleg Orlov. Opinion of the Russian human rights activists on the development of civil 
society in Russia was presented, inter alia, to representatives of the European Commission and to 
German Ombudsman Gunter Nooke

On May 19, a special meeting of the President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development Jean Lemiere with Russian human rights and ecological organizations was held 
in Kazan. This meeting was evident of recognition of the Russian civil organizations as the most 
important participants of democracy development of the country. “I have to denote the impor-
tance of the active civil society for all countries and especially for Russia. Strong civil organizations 
is a guarantee of the healthy society”—J. Lemiere said. On the meeting that was presided by Yuri 
Dzhibladze (Centre for Democracy and Human Rights) leading human rights and ecological orga-
nizations presented their reports, including: Report on the problems of the development of civil 
society and freedom of associations by Andrei Yurov (International Youth Human Rights Move-
ment); report on the freedom of associations by Nina Tagankina (Moscow Helsinki Group); report 
on the human rights and judicious system by Mara Polyakova (IELC); army and human rights report 
by Natalia Zhukova (Soldiers’ Mothers Committee) and Allsion Jill (Human Rights Watch) report on 
the general situation in Chechnya and human rights situation of Russia. 

On June 4—6, “Democracy and Safety” conference was held in Prague. The conference was 
materialized due to the efforts of three world-renowned human rights activists: political leader, 
human rights defender and active Chairman of the Adelson Institute for Strategic Research Natan 
Scharansky, former President of the Czech republic, leader of the Velvet Revolution Vaclav Havel 
and former Prime-Minister of Spain Hose Maria Aznar. Participants of the conference were ad-
dressed bt the US President George Bush, former Vice Prime minister of Israel Natan Scharansky, 
former Prime-Minister of Spain Hose Maria Aznar, The President of Estonia Thoomas Hendrik Ilves, 
World Chess Champion Garry Kasparov, Chairman of the Moscow Helsinki Group Lyudmila Alekse-
eva, Foreign Minister of Czech Republic Carel Schwarzenberg, US Senator Joseph Liberman, Vice 
Prime minister of the Czech Republic Alexandre Vondra and many other well-known democracy 
advocates and human rights activists. The conference resulted in adoption of the Prague Docu-
ment: the appeal to the leaders of democratic countries to enforce support of dissidents, opposi-
tion movements and civil societies in the countries that struggle totalitarian regimes.

On June 3 and 4, a Finnish-Russian Civil Forum 2007 was held in Helsinki. “Human rights and 
democracy in Russia,” “Committee of 100” of Finland, “Peace Defenders of Finland,” “Amnesty Inter-
national,” “Union of Finnish Journalists,” “Union of Peace,” “Union of Human Rights,” “PEN-Club of 
Finland,” “Helsinki Committee of Finland” and many other respectful organizations expressed their 
wish to gather in Helsinki representatives of political forces and public organizations of Russia and 
Finnish public in order to exchange their opinions. Chairperson of the MHG L. Alekseeva addressed 
participants of the Forum with report “How to defend human rights and democracy in Russia.”

On June 12 and 13, an additional OSCE meeting on human dimension “Defence and en-
forcement of human rights: responsibility and effective protection measures” was held in Vienna. 
The meeting comprised of 3 sessions: role of the national courts in enforcement and protection of 
human rights; the role of human rights activists in solution of human rights violation issues; role of 
independent national human rights institutions in enforcement and protection of human rights. 
The meeting was attended by the member of Moscow Helsinki Group Karinna Moskalenko and 
Executive Director of MHG Nina Tagankina. 



45

On October 2, on the eve of the sixth round of human rights consultations between Rus-
sia and European Union that was held in Brussels, representatives of Russian NGOs met with EU 
representatives and participated in the session of European Parliament. 10 people including MHF 
Director Nina Tagankina presented Russian NGOs on this meeting. Human rights activists distrib-
uted specially prepared materials and told about the data they have and their view on the basic 
problems of human rights that were included in the agenda of this round of consultations. They 
also answered the questions of participants of unofficial consultations. European Union was rep-
resented by the so-called triumvirate: representatives of the EU chair country (Portugal), next chair 
country (Slovenia) and secretariat of the European Commission. Unfortunately, representatives of 
the Russian Government once again refused to participate in the meeting with NGOs. MHG pre-
sented a report “On the observation of the right to freedom of peaceful assemblies at the territory 
of the Russian Federation.” 

On October 3, ceremony of the conferment of Lyudmila Alekseeva with Legion of Honour 
was held in the French Embassy in Moscow. The order was invested by the Ambassador of France 
Stanislas de Laboulaye, who addressed attendees with welcoming speech. He denoted that Lyud-
mila Alekseeva is one of the strong voices that defend that day by day defence of human rights in 
Russia. In her reply, Lyudmila Alekseeva gave thanks and said that the Legion of Honour is recogni-
tion of the work of Moscow Helsinki Group, its members and employees and their contribution to 
defence of human rights in Russia. 

On October 4, report on the freedom of associations and freedom of assemblies were pre-
sented at the Warsaw OSCE session on the human dimension. MHG representatives Dmitry Markov 
and Andrei Yurov presented report based on the results of monitoring of the practice of enforce-
ment of new legislation on NGOs in 15 regions of Russia. Facts, conclusions and recommendations 
provided in the report drew serious interests of the meeting participants 

On November 17—18, General Assembly of International Helsinki Federation participated 
by L. Alekseeva, D. Mescheryakov and A. Aseyeva, was held in Helsinki. 

12. CONDUCTING INDEPENDENT PUBLIC INVESTIGATIONS 
ON THE FACTS OF MASS AND RUDE VIOLATIONS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

In 2007 MHG continued working in this direction. It is important to note that up from Febru-
ary 2007 certain measures were taken to broaden the geography of work (regarding collecting 
information) beyond Russian Federation. The written inquires offering assistance in investigating 
events connected with mass and rude violations of human rights on the territories of NIS coun-
tries were sent to the NGOs from these countries that MHG keeps contacts with. In March—April 
2007 meetings with representatives of human rights defence organizations from Middle Asia (Ka-
zakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenia and Tajikistan) took place (including the meetings at the office 
of International Helsinki Federation in Vienna). The agreement on keeping contacts in the event 
of mass violations of human rights in these countries was reached. The work in this direction was 
conducted on the territory of 11 regions of Russia and 2 countries of NIS. 

Throughout the year 9 investigations were conducted. The overview reports are prepared on 
all the investigations. Aside from that, the verification of received information on the alleged mass 
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or rude violations of human rights was conducted in regards to 9 cases. Conclusion statements 
were prepared for all these facts. 35 NGOs (including 7 from NIS countries) were engaged in con-
ducting verifications and investigations. 

Below are several examples of conducted investigations and inquiries.
Thus in January 2007 the investigation on refugee rights violation from the Republic of North 

Osetia—Alania was finished8. 
As a result of investigation the Report “On situation with forced migrants in the Republic of 

North Osetia-Alania who suffered in the course of Osetin-Ingush conflict in October-November 
1992” was compiled (see: http://www.mhg.ru/files/007/dokladosetia.doc).

Our conclusions and recommendations based on analysis of collected information was pre-
sented in the report as well. First of all the report was sent to the Federal migration service of the 
Russian Federation for further discussion of the possible ways to solve the problem. 

At the end of January 2007 MHG staff has met the head of Department on migrants affairs of 
the Russian federal migration service I. Priymak. The conclusions and recommendations presented 
in the report were discussed at that meeting. Thereupon the additions based on clarification of 
the given information were included into the report. The agreement to take a series of necessary 
measures to resolve the conflict situation which don’t require issuing separate legal statutory acts 
was reached at the meeting.

The investigation on validity of criminal prosecution of a 15-year old boy A., who is a citizen of 
Armenia constantly living in Moscow, was conducted. The cause for investigation was an appeal 
from the mother of the juvenile and NGO Union of Armenians of Russia. A. was under criminal 
prosecution according to the article 161, part 2, clause “a” and “g” (group pillage). He was ap-
pointed to such measure of restraint as custody placement. According to the appellants, he was 
illegally held criminally liable with this article. In the course of preliminary investigation prosecutor 
treated him with prejudice, constantly pointing out his nationality and mentioning that he should 
go away from Moscow to Armenia. The judge also treated the case inequitably because of nation-
ality of the juvenile convict.

After preliminary acquaintance with the case materials, we made conclusion about illegiti-
macy of instituting criminal proceedings of the juvenile convict based on the article 161 of Rus-
sian federation Criminal Code due to the absence of mentioned crime in his acts. This case has a 
local character but taking into consideration national discrimination towards accused juvenile the 
decision of conducting investigation was made. The lawyer took part in the investigation being 
a defender in courts both on measure of restraint proceedings and on the trial. As a result of the 
trial court re-qualified the acts of A. for the other, less grievous article and adjudged a punishment 
of incarcerating him for 4,5 months (in fact to “legitimize” the term he had spent in pre-trial deten-
tion facility).

MHG conducted investigations of mass violation cases of Russian citizens’ rights to gather 
peacefully, without weapons, to conduct meetings, rallies and demonstrations, marches and pick-
eting (Article 31 of Constitution of Russian Federation and Article 21 of International treaty on 
citizen and political rights).

In 2006 MHG also conducted investigation on the fact of mass violation of the freedom for 
peaceful gatherings and marches9 and prepared an analytical review devoted to the events in  
kuzparinsky region of Dagestan where on April 25, 2006 as a result of gas spray guns employment 

8  As MHG report for 2006 stated, the main cause for investigation were collective inquiries (both written and 
oral) from the forced migrants of the Republic of North Osetia—Alania who suffered in the conflict of 1992.

9  Mass violations of civil rights while conducting protest actions “Anticapitalism—2005” (September, 2005).
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for disrupting peaceful demonstration of the citizens from Dokuzparinsky region of Dagestan one 
person was killed, 2 injured and tens were beaten10.

Taking into consideration continuous mass violations of the right for freedom of gatherings in 
2007, the decision was made to collect, generalize and analyze known facts of such violations in 
the regions of Russia. Regional network of the Centre for civil initiatives support of Volga federal 
district as well as experts of the Legal Team were invited to collect information. 

As a result of information collection the report “On violation of rights for peaceful gatherings 
in the regions of Russian federation” was prepared (see: http://www.mhg.ru/files/007/sobr2.doc) 
with a review on the following topics:

•  analysis of the national legislature, comparative assessment of the conformity to international 
standards; 

•  analysis of the regional legislature, including that on the aspects of non constitutionality of 
the statutory acts;

•  analysis of the practice of human rights violations in regards to refusals of registering notifica-
tions about mass events (prohibitions);

•  analysis of the practice (based on the facts of violation) of illegitimate actions by law enforce-
ment organs in regards to organization and conduction of mass events.

As a result of the analysis the recommendations were developed which are listed in the men-
tioned report.

The report was published as separate brochures in Russian and English with assistance of or-
ganization “International standard”—MHG partner in the monitoring network. The materials of the 
report were also used to inform representatives of the international community at the events con-
ducted by OSCE and European Union on the situation with maintenance of the right for freedom 
of peaceful gatherings. Besides, the report was given to Russian federation Ombudsman V. Lukin.

During the preparation of report “On violation of rights for peaceful gatherings in the regions 
of Russian federation” a problem situation connected with mass manifestation planned for March 
24, 2007 in Nizhnii Novgorod came up. During the period of preparation for manifestation re-
gional authorities undertook unprecedented measures aimed at preventing manifestation from 
being conducted. In particular, before its conduction, a series of arrests of activists and organizers, 
checks of NGOs’ offices and arrests of printed publications took place. In regards to this project 
participants took control over the situation and took up measures to defend the manifestation 
organizers. The head of MHG L. Alekseeva signed the appellation to the Russian government and 
international organizations expressing concern about the situation. 

In Nizhnii Novgorod on March 24 practically a state of emergency was imposed when subdivi-
sions of special police units of Ministry of Internal affairs (MVD), internal troops and war equipment 
were brought into town. The total number of the forces involved in the operation went up to 
6,000 people. The arrests of those who were suspected to take part in manifestation took place in 
the town, and on the place of gathering of participants 12 people were beaten during the arrest. 

On the situation with prohibiting the manifestation, the overview report “Prohibition of 
“Marsh Nesolglasnykh: The chronicle of violations” was promptly prepared (see: http://www.mhg.
ru/mobil/8F20258).

At the same time assistance in legal defence of the sufferers, appeals on the unjustified actions 
of Nizhnii Novgorod Administration and Regional Police Department (UVD) and Federal Security 
Service (FSB) on the Nizhnii Novgorod Region an preparation and sending of complaint to the 
European Human Rights Court was provided.

10  http://www.mhg.ru/publications/81762AD.
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In the beginning of May, 2007 organizers and activists of the “Marsh Nesoglasnykh” action of 
Samara applied for MHG help.

For this purpose, collection of reports and publications on public actions in Samara was 
organized.

MHG employee went to Samara to collect information and provide assistance. Investigation 
was impeded by extraordinary measures undertaken in Samara region because of “Russia-Europe-
an Union” G8 summit. Several public actions were planned in this relation. The highest attention 
was paid to the intent of the “Other Russia” movement to conduct “Marsh Nesoglasnykh” on May 
18, 2007.

Report on the results investigation was prepared that included the facts of violation of hu-
man rights on the organization and conduction of public actions and gave legal analysis of these 
violations.

Key conclusions of the report are evident of:
•  Lack of effective protection of the rights of organizers and participants of public events;
•  Ignoring of the legislation that regulates public events by the authorities; 
•  Need of political, judicial and administrative measures on realizations of this norms and prin-

ciples in the RF territorial subjects; 
•  On the need of immediate closing of so-called “counter-extremist” sections established in 

the Regional Police Departments (UVD) and FSB.
The report was placed at the MHG web-site http://www.mhg.ru/files/007/samara.doc and 

mailed to Russian and international human rights organizations.
Work of the MHG employee who conducted investigation in Samara in the area of assistance 

for organizers of public events deserves a special mentioning.
Inter alia, he participated in the negotiations between public events organizers and authori-

ties. In the course of coordination procedures it was found that use of special units (OMON) that 
are not subordinated to the Regional Police Departments (UVD) officer-in-charge but act by the 
direct order of the Chief Officer of Samara Police Department (GUVD). This Regional Police Depart-
ments (UVD) decision does not comply to the law on “The meetings, demonstrations, marches 
and pickets.” Possibility of the use of law-enforcement bodies in contradiction to the procedure 
set by the Law caused threat for the safety of participants of the public event. Autonomous ac-
tions of Regional Police Departments (UVD), inter alia, exclude the possibility of negotiations and 
coordinated order insurance. MHG was concerned of the safety of participants that might have 
been strong-armed by the OMON in case of provocations from opposing side and prepared and 
addressed in appeal to the General Prosecutor of the and Minister of Internal Affairs of the RF on 
the need of the prevention measures against possible violence. It should be noted that there were 
no incidents in the course of the March.

MHG employees also assisted (prepared complaints, held meeting with Regional Police De-
partments (UVD) representatives) the sufferers of the 9 events of detainment of public actions 
activists and to A. Lomashkin (organizer of the Intergalaxy Libertate Forum) who was battered.

Four appeals to the court on the rude violation of the rights of organizers and participants of 
public events were prepared. Detailed advice on production in court and appeal on Prosecutor’s 
Office omissions were given to the representatives of the organizing committee of the public 
events.

Within framework of the 6th round of consultations “European Union—Russia” that were hold 
in Brussels on October 3, 2007, the realization of the right to peaceful assemblies was considered 
as on the key problems of agenda. MHG prepared a brief report based on the investigation in this 
area that. Besides this, on October 2, MHG employee Nina Tagankina addressed participants of the 
informal meeting of EU secretariat members and Russian NGO representatives on this problem.
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As a number of investigations started in 2006 was continued in 2007 (in the part of violated 
rights restration), in the course of reporting period MHG assisted sufferers in realization of their ac-
tions. These, inter alia, included:

•  Valaam island inhabitants (appeal on the judgements to the cassation instance of the RF 
Supreme Court)11;

•  Forced migrants from Severnaya Osetia—Alaniya Republic (legal assistance in restoration of 
the rights)12;

•  Convicted A. Kolmakov (on supervisory appeal of judgment)13;
•  Mikhail Trepashkin, who stayed in penal colony (appeals to law-enforcement bodies and 

public statements)14;
•  Nizhnii Novgorod residents I. Shamazov and E. Lygin who suffered of the abuse of power by 

UVD and FSB officers on the initiation of criminal proceedings against these officers and produc-
tion in court (appeals on the refusal of case initiation in the Civil Cases Judicial Board of the RF 
Supreme Court)15.

In May, 2007 Summary book of 2006 MHG reports “Violation of Human Rights in Modern 
Russia: Public Investigations.”16 The book included all reports prepared in 2006 within the project 
framework on the mass and rude human rights violations. The book was sent to human rights 
NGOs and state human rights bodies. Besides this, a list of the sate bodies and structures respon-
sible for violation of human rights and those which should have reacted to this violations was 
composed. Inquiry letters on the examination of information given in reports and provision of 
recommendations was addressed to these bodies. The book was also personally sent to each RF 
State Duma deputy and each member of the RF Public Chamber.

13. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OF OTHER NGOs

In 2007, MHG continued to support the development of Youth human rights movement net-
work by ensuring functioning of its Moscow representative office and by providing organizational 
and financial support of its campaigns and public events. 

We continue to have close cooperation with Independent expert and legal council (NEPS) 
firstly by joint activities aimed at raising legal literacy of the civil society sector in terms of apply-
ing new reporting standards for NGOs, and secondly by administrative support such as providing 
MHG conference hall for NEPS’ meetings and events. 

11  Report “On the situation of Valaam settlement human rights” (http://www.mhg.ru/files/006/valaam.doc).
12  Report on the situation of forced migrants of Severnaya Osetia—Alaniya Republic, who suffered in the course 

of the Osetin-Ingush conflict in October and November 1992 (http://www.mhg.ru/files/007/dokladosetia.doc).
13  Report on the criminal persecution of the chairman of Interregional public organization for promotion of the 

Russian country revival “Narodnaya Initsiativa” A. Yu. Kolmakov (Tambov city) (http://www.mhg.ru/files/006/kolmak.
doc).

14  Report “History of the civil deed. Case of the former FSB colonel lawyer Mikhail Trepashkin.” http://www.mhg.
ru/files/006/trepash.doc.

15  Report “Security of the Russian President is more important than rights and freedoms of his citizens.” http://
www.mhg.ru/mobil/763FC07.

16  http://www.mhg.ru/publications/1444A7E.
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Within the framework of the Civil initiative’s project “Citizen and Army” MHG systematically 
provides its conference hall for holding meetings of Administrative council, conducting seminars 
and other public events. For example, on December 22, an urgent press conference devoted to 
the illegal drafting of the “Defence” (“Oborona”) movement coordinator Oleg Kozlovsky was held 
at the MHG conference hall. At the press conference human rights activists described the situation 
of the illegal drafting of the reserve officer Kozlovsky as a duty soldier. The main focus was on the 
mass illegal raids on the drafting age citizens which were conducted by the militia officers with 
involvement of military commissariats.

In addition to that, representatives of other civil society organizations, in particular, Russian 
network of LGBT-organizations, had an opportunity to conduct their events in MHG (press-confer-
ences, round tables, seminars).

14. CONCLUSION

The table below contains summary indicators of MHG activity in 2007.

Own activity of MHG In total during 2007

Public events (press-conferences, round tables, seminars, 
mass events, meetings, discussions and other) 

167, including
42 organized and conducted by MHG 

Mass media publications reflecting MHG activities 496

Printed topical publications (reports, brochures etc) 8

Number of bulletins “MHG chronicle” 12

Number of MHG web-site sections 20

Number of special topical sections of the web-site 9

Number of publications in the web-site section 
“Publications” 

122

Number of news items in the section “News” 268

Number of messages in the section “Press-centre” (press-
releases) 

116

Number of regional organizations’ web-pages in the sec-
tion “Regions” 

7

Number of unique web-site visitors (according to Ram-
bler’s Top 100)

37,049

“Citation index” of MHG web-site in the Internet 1,800

Number of NGOs that put their banners on MHG web-site 54

Informational support of human rights organizations’ 
events (banners of the events placed temporarily on the 
web-site) 

8
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The other proof of MHG dynamic and systematic activity throughout the year is numerous 
mass media publications. 

Thus, over the reported period the total number of mass media publications related to MHG 
activity reached 496, including by month:

January—27 articles;
February—37 articles;
March—40 articles;
April—55 articles;
May—35 articles;
June—29 articles;
July—35 articles;
August—47 articles;
September– 33 articles;
October—60 articles;
November—52 articles;
December—46 articles.
One other illustration of acknowledging MHG human rights activity is the award received by 

the head of MHG L. Alexeeva this year. At the end of September 2007 L.M. Alexeeva was presented 
with the highest French award of a Legion of Honour for her contribution to the human rights 
defence work. 

In conclusion we would like to note that MHG was able to realize its human rights defence 
activities fully and effectively only thanks to the project activity, conducted with financial sup-
port of such foundations as USAID, Open Society Institute, European Union (National Endowment 
for Democracy program), NED foundation, MacArthur Foundation, MATRA program (Netherlands), 
Henry M. Jackson Foundation, UCSJ.

The MHG members and staff express their gratitude to all MHG partners, especially to those in 
the regions for effective cooperation, and to the donors for the financial support, which allowed 
MHG to realize the goals stated by the Charter and to accomplish the tasks on defending and 
promoting human rights in Russia.
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Supplement to the MHG report

List of the projects realized by MHG in 2007:

Project Donor Project timeline

Support of the multifunctional human 
rights defence centres in the regions of RF 

USAID
September 27, 2002—Sep-
tember 26, 2009

Support of the long term strategy of 
MHG—years 2007—2008 

MacArthur Foundation, Open Soci-
ety Institute Assistance Foundation

April 1, 2007—March 31, 
2009

Consolidation of the civil society in de-
fence of democracy 

European Commission, National 
Endowment for Democracy

October 1, 2006—Decem-
ber 31, 2008

Creating interregional NGO networks in 
defence of the freedom of associations 

European Commission
January 1, 2007—June 30, 
2008

Independent investigations of the mass 
violations of human rights in Russia 

National Endowment for 
Democracy

October 1, 2006—Septem-
ber 30, 2007

Strengthening the potential of Ombuds-
men state machinery and human rights 
commissions in RF 

МАТRA & Netherlands Helsinki 
Committee

July 1, 2005—November 
30, 2007

Legal defence of civil society activists of 
Russia 

National Endowment for 
Democracy

April 1, 2007—May 31, 2008

Training seminars on information tech-
nologies for civil society activists

Open Society Institute Assistance 
Foundation

June 1, 2006—September 
30, 2007

Monitoring and prevention of anti-Sem-
itism, xenophobia, racism and religious 
persecutions

Henry M. Jackson Foundation & 
UCSJ

July 1, 2006—September 
30, 2007

Strengthening civil society and human 
rights defence at the North Caucasus 

Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (SIDA) & IHF

June 1, 2006—November 
30, 2007

Assisting citizens in realizing their guaran-
tee of access to the effective legal defence 
means 

Independent organization “In sup-
port of the civil society” 

December 1, 2007—Octo-
ber 31, 2008
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