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Statement

OSCE Summit Must Put a Priority on the Situation in Central Asia
International Civic Initiative for OSCE (ICI OSCE), which incorporates leading human rights organizations of Eastern European and Central Asian states, believes that in the event of holding OSCE Summit in 2010 special emphasis must be placed on discussion of the situation in Central Asia, first and foremost from the point of view of the comprehensive security concept.
In the context of the latest events in Kyrgyzstan, still complicated situation in Afghanistan and overall growing tension in the Central Asian region, the summit might open a discussion of efforts to be made to stabilize the situation in Central Asia.  We believe that stabilization is only possible if due attention is focused on observance of human rights and liberties in the region.  Being an integral part of regional security structure, the international obligations in the area of human dimensions of Central Asian states must become one of the key items on the agenda of the potential summit.
It is a strong conviction of ICI OSCE that OSCE member states might significantly contribute to security enhancement in Central Asia and solution of the problems existing in OSCE region.  At the same time, such discussion may become feasible only with the participation of all OSCE key players, particular the heads of states and governments of the USA, Russia, UK, Germany and Italy.  Participation of the leaders of these countries will allow making strategic decisions within the summit framework and give additional impetus to further OSCE activities.
The political crisis in Kyrgyzstan brought to light the demand for intensification of prevention and critical OSCE response to similar situations, and this issue should be one of key subjects of discussion at the Summit.  The member states must confirm their adherence to their obligations existing at OSCE level, particular in the context of Corfu process.
In addition ICI OSCE believes that at the forthcoming Summit the role of its missions and institutions, such as the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, must be highlighted with their mandates confirmed.  The Summit must also focus on enhancement of obligations in the area of fundamental human rights and liberties including freedom of expressions in the Internet.
ICI OSCE also calls for participation of representatives of the civil society in preparation and holding of the summit which must reflect the willingness of all OCSE countries to contribute to OSCE activities in all spheres, particularly in the sphere of human dimensions.
	Founding Members of the Initiative:

Georgian Young Lawyers Association, Georgia
Belarusian Helsinki Committee, Belarus
MediaNet International Centre for Journalism, Kazakhstan
Freedom Legality and Rights in Europe (FLARE)
International Network - Youth Human Rights Movement

Moscow Helsinki Group, Russia
Multinational Georgia Public Movement, Georgia
Voice of Liberty Public Foundation, Kyrgyzstan
Civil Defence Fund, Lithuania
Centre for Civil Liberties, Ukraine
Centre for Legal Policy Research, Kazakhstan
	In Personal Capacity:

Iva Dobichina
Ruslan Khakimov
Vladimir Shkolnikov



July 12, 2010
