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KAZAKHSTAN OSCE CHAIRMANSHIP:

SIX MONTHS IN EXPECTATION FOR PROGRESS

The International Civic Initiative for OSCE (ICI OSCE), which incorporates leading human rights organizations of Eastern European and Central Asian states, makes an appeal to OSCE Member States to show more exacting attitude to the Republic of Kazakhstan on the score of its acting OSCE chairmanship and specify a number of terms for fulfillment of its international obligations before making a resolution on holding OSCE Summit.
International Civic Initiative for OSCE emphasizes that Kazakhstan has made a number of important steps on the international scene to resolve the conflicts in the South Caucasus and Moldova.  Kazakhstan also takes an active part in settlement of the crisis situation in Kyrgyzstan and continues consultations aimed at peace-building and security promotion in Afghanistan.
OSCE Member States welcome these efforts made by Kazakhstan but at the same time it should be remembered that respect for human rights and their observance is an integral part of safety enforcement in the OSCE area.  Making efforts to resolve the conflicts and at the same time infringing basic rights and freedoms of its own citizens, Kazakhstan cannot succeed as OSCE presiding country.
First six months of OSCE chairmanship were marked by significantly deteriorated situation with observance of human rights in Kazakhstan.  In particular, pressure on independent mass media and persecution of religious minorities increased, public attempts to hold peaceful meetings are fiercely repressed, the problems of tortures, impediment to justice and detention conditions remain acute.  Of special note are discriminative conditions of human rights activist Yevgeny Zhovtis incarceration.
On the eve of making a resolution on holding OSCE Summit in 2010, the Member States must specify a number of terms for Kazakhstan in the area of human rights, fulfillment of which will demonstrate the willingness of Kazakhstan leaders to carry out their international obligations, ensure democratization and progressive improvement of human rights.
ICI OSCE believes that these priority steps include:

· Unconditional release of Kazakhstan human rights activist Yevgeny Zhovtis
, whose right for fair justice was infringed, and review of his trial;

· Decriminalization of defamation and offense.  In no circumstances denigration of honor and dignity must entail special relief for public officers irrespective of their official position;

· Revision of the statute of limitation related to honor and dignity protection cases.  The amount of state duty for such cases must be brought in line with the sum of compensation for moral damage.  Regulation of the upper limits of such compensation and exclusion of mass media responsibility for unintended moral damage and citing of the open information sources is required;
· Adoption of a new law on peaceful meetings complying with the international standards stipulated in ODIHR/OSCE Guidelines on Freedom of Peaceful Assemblies, in particular notice filing procedure with due consideration of the target audience sight and sound principle;
· Proclaiming a moratorium on persecution of believers and religious groups for “unauthorized” peaceful religious activities: in case on lack of state registration of legal entities, registration of missionary activities, state license for spiritual education, charity and social activities, etc.;

· Abolition of state censorship (expertise) of religious literature and statutory documents for registration of religious group.
In the year of Kazakhstan’s chairmanship OSCE marks the anniversaries of adoption of fundamental OSCE documents – 20 years of documents adopted at the Copenhagen Conference for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the Charter of Paris for a New Europe and 35 years of Helsinki Final Act for a New Europe.  In this context, the International Civic Initiative for OSCE voices a hope that OSCE acting chairman take essential steps targeted at complex implementation of the provisions of the aforesaid documents in Kazakhstan.
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� For more information about Ye. Zhovtis case please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.zhovtis.org" ��www.zhovtis.org� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.bureau.kz" ��www.bureau.kz�





