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Victimization, violence and murders – 
against civil society in Russia.
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of the All- Russia Public Movement “For Human Rights”
Victimization, violence and murders – against civil society in Russia
1.Victimization of oppositionists, journalists and civil activists
Lately attacks and repressions of representatives of civil society have rapidly increased. A large number of murders, brutal beatings, fabricated criminal and administrative cases are in this sad list.

Perpetrators of such attacks can be divided on 4 categories:

1) State power institutions (Ministry of Internal affairs, Federal Security Service, Prosecutor’s Office, Federal drug control service).

2) Members of Pro-Kremlin youth organizations used as provokers or assault squads.

3) Informal associations of retired or active siloviki aimed at pursuing enemies of the regime (or enemies of separate departments and officers).

4) Criminal or neofascist organizations received an order from officers or managers of private companies.

When Putin came to power, the government became building the policy of suppression not only of political opposition, but any expression of citizenship. This line has especially increased after so-called colour revolutions in Georgia and Ukraine. 

Since that moment the government has become to worry about mass oppositional actions, in spite of the Russian society has not exercised civic activity for all the time. However, the government decided to take some preventive measures.

The legal basis for repressions was laid in 2002, when it seemed that the regime did not have any serious problems but the Chechen war. 

The former Minister of Internal Affairs (now he is a speaker of the State Duma) Boris Grizlov has issued a scandalously known decree of Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation №870 from 10.09.2002 and appendix 1 (acts and cases of emergency). 
Human Rights activists see it as anticonstitutional, because the decree has authorized the use of firearms and special weapons against participants of mass actions, and detention in so-called “filtration camps” (after series of protests they were renamed “the temporary checkpoints”).

These documents became known to Human Rights activists during the public inquiry of the mass beating up the residents of the city of Blagoveshchensk in the Republic of Bashkortostan in November 2004. After Human Rights activists found out that Ministry of Internal Affairs and Federal Security Service had issued internal instructions and decrees, which authorized a large scale observation of activists of left-wing and democratic organizations, provided vast opportunity for provocations and creating barriers to holding public events and taking part in them.

Human Rights activists were convinced in the total observation of civil activists during holding major events, for instance, the second Russian Social forum in Saint-Petersburg in July 2006, conferences and demonstrations of the coalition “The Other Russia”, and also left-wing and ecological organizations in different cities of Russia.

Extremism law was enacted in summer 2002. According to the law acts of civil disobedience are seen as extremism and the principle of collective responsibility of an organization for actions or statements of its leader is introduced.
After the sentence for the Russian journalist Stanislav Dmitrievsky who had published statements of Alsan Maskhadov and Ahmed Zakaev, the Human Rights organization “The society of Russia-Chechen friendship” which had been worked under his leading for many years was banned. The criminal proceedings against the director of the Andrey Sakharov Museum Yuriy Samodurov on charge of inciting religious and national hatred in connection with holding the Art Exhibitions were initiated twice – in 2004 and 2007. The case of Yuriy Samodurov and famous art critic Andrey Erofeev is still conducted.
National Bolshevik Party of Eduard Limonov was denied an official registration only for the call for the rights and interests of the Russian in the countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States, along with it the party was recognized as an extremist organization. 

The new version of the law expended the scope of the word “extremism” so wide, that every public figure, civil activist, left journalist and even internet-user, making negligent statements, can be regarded as extremist.

A widespread form of repressions against political and social activists is so-called “prevention”, when officers of FSS or MIA directly threaten potential participants of different “undesirable” public events till their holding. For example, the deputy of the City Council of Nefteyugansk Larisa Osina was threatened by the officer of FSS, who had required her to refuse of her participation in the second Russian Social forum in Saint-Petersburg in June 2006.

If an activist neglects so-called “warnings”, he or she may be arrested short after the boarding on a train or an airplane.
The activist of the “Solidarity” movement Olga Nesinova was directly observed by FSS in January 2009, she was arrested twice during her trip to Moscow – during the getting on the train and the arrival in Moscow. After her appeal to the Prosecutor’s office Olga was told that she was under so-called “day-to-day observation”, which is normally done only after special request by law-enforcement agencies.

After the widespread company initiated by the Kremlin against Human Rights organizations the laws witch regulate establishment and management of NPOs were seriously tightened, thus, many of the organization were closed at the request of the Ministry of Justice,  

Step by step the government has established the system of the total control of social activists, members of oppositional parties, NPOs and movements. The control was carried out not only by FSS, but MIA and UBOP (directorate “E”). It all was accompanied by statements about danger of social and political destabilization at the period of the financial crisis. Observations take place according some lists of extremist organizations. It is flagrant that most of oppositional and Human Rights organizations, such as “United Civil Front”, “Solidarity”, “The Other Russia”, the All-Russia Public Movement “For Human Rights”, “Left Front”, antifascist and anarchist groups, separate antifascists and anarchists many other organizations are included in these lists. Nobody, even court officers, know about such lists, and it should be noted that none of the organizations in the above list are officially recognized as extremist. 

To deal with the Orange threat many youth organizations were established. They were aimed at using young people as instruments of ideological or even physical fighting with the opposition, including provocations and direct violence against oppositional political organizations and social activists. The Estonian embassy siege in 2007 has received extensive media coverage. Representatives of the following groups have been mentioned in such actions: “NASHI”, “The Young Guard of the Unite Russia” (Molodaya Gvardiya), “Rossiya Molodaya” (Young Russia), regional departments of the “NASHI” organization. There are some witnesses about cooperation of law-enforcement agencies with the organization “DPNI” (Movement against Illegal Immigration), which mostly consists of neofascists and neonazi. 

It should be noted that not only oppositionists and social activists are victimizated, but journalists, especially in case if they cover the opposition’s activity, mass protest actions such as “Dissenters March” (Marsh Nesoglasnikh) or unlawful activity of state authorities. 

Several dozens of journalists have been beaten up or disabled since two last years. For example, several journalists were beaten up during the protest action in Vladivostok in December and “Dissenters March” (Marsh Nesoglasnikh) in Moscow.

Journalists, public figures, oppositionists and social activists are often threatened by law-enforcement agencies, and it has become usual for many of them. However, sometimes the threats are carried out, and since 2008 the number of them has hit a new high. Here we submit a list of the victims since the second half of 2008:

Magomed Evloev, an owner of the opposition website “Ingushetiya.ru” was shot dead by MIA officers on the 31st of August, 2008 while being arrested. Later his arrest was acknowledged to be illegal. 

The chief editor of the newspaper “Himkinskaya Pravda” Mikhail Beketov was brutally beaten up and disabled on the 12th of November, 2008. He had opposed the acting mayor of the city of Himki for many years and had received threats for many times.

The same day the activist of the trade union “Ford Vsevolozhsk” Alexey Etmanov was beaten up, and the president of the Institute “Collective Action” Karine Klemane was attacked by unidentified men. 
The trade union leader of General Motors Russia car plant Evgeniy Etmanov was beaten up by two unidentified assailants in Saint Petersburg.
It should be mentioned that both Ivanov and Etmanov were activists on foreign enterprise, so that they had always took into consideration the great western experience of the trade union movement. They strived to create new trade unions aimed at the real protection of workers’ interests, unlike many other trade unions which cooperated with the government and neglected their duties. They had received threats for many times and as a result, they were beaten up.

Russian lawyer Stanislav Markelov and journalist Anastasiya Baburova were shot dead in broad daylight in a central Moscow street, within walking distance of the Kremlin on the 19th of January, 2009.  Markelov was a prominent Human Rights lawyer, known best of all for leading the case against Yuri Budanov, a Russian army colonel convicted of murdering a Chechen teenager in 2000. Apart from the Budanov case Markelov’s professional activities covered a whole spread of controversial Human Rights cases that could have earned him dangerous enemies. He had defended peaceful Chechens who had suffered from the violence of Russian federal authorities and Kadirov’s regime, and relatives of killed or suffered antifascists. Besides, he had represented Mikhail Beketov. Markelov had been threatened by far-right groups and law-enforcement agencies and several times had been attacked by them.

Anastasiya Baburova was accompanying him at the moment of the attack. There are some witnesses that during the attach she tried to protect him and so was killed. Anastasiya was an anarchist, activist of the antifascist movement “Autonomous action” and a freelance correspondent of the newspaper “Novaya gazeta” (New newspaper).

It is the fourth murder of “Novaya gazeta” correspondents. Its columnists Yuriy Shekotchikhin, Anna Politkovskaya, Igor Domnikov were also killed. It should be noted that “Novaya gazeta” is one of the most oppositional editions in Russia. In connection with often cases of beatings and murders of its columnists the administration had to increase the security system. 

On the same day the body of the activist of the Movement “The Other Russia” was found. Probably, he had been killed several days before; he had been beaten to death. In fact this murder is not investigated.

Moscow journalist Orhan Gemal was brutally beaten in the centre of Moscow on the 11th of March, 2009. He tried to arrest a hooligan who had attacked the participants of the Public Hearings on the violation of prisoners’ Rights.

On March 31, 2009, Moscow Human Rights activist Lev Ponomaryov was beaten by a group of men outside his Moscow home in an attack that the police and colleagues say was very likely linked to his professional activities. Lev Ponomaryov is the director of the All-Public Movement “For Human Rights” and a member of the public movement “Solidarity”.

On April, 5 member of the Federal Political Council of the Movement “Solidarity” Elena Vasilyeva was brutally beaten by law-enforcement officers in the train Tambov-Moscow. As a result of the grievous bodily harms she had to spend a day in the resuscitation.

Due to the accidental circumstances or deliberate actions of officers of law-enforcement agencies we can see a noticeable tendency of threats and violence against oppositional journalists, public figures and civil activists. Cases of beatings activists have increased; perhaps, it is connected with development of the financial crisis and at the same time with lowering control over activity of law-enforcement agencies and apprehension of the authorities that all these facts will provide increasing of mass protest actions. 
A very important display of victimization of civil activists is persecution of members of anarchist, antifascist and informal youth groups. Illegal arrests, detentions, tortures and interrogations are in practice. Hereby, a group of young antifascists was arrested on April 14, 2009 for the false accusation of the attempt to hold a demonstration, so they had to pay a penalty. 
One of the most flagrant cases of abuse of law-enforcement officers’ authority is the beating of a group of informal youth in April, 2008, in which young people were injured, and one of them had a heart attack, but the officers called an ambulance only at the last moment. 
Several activists were attacked by two unidentified men with knuckle-dusters and chains on the 12th of May, 2009 during the peaceful action of solidarity with Mikhail Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev. It should be noted that the police did not protect activists.
The last example of victimization of civil activists is the case of Human Rights activist, member of Detention facilities Review Board Aleksey Sokolov, who was illegally arrested in Yekaterinburg on the 13th of May, 2009 while his walking with his wife and two years daughter. Sokolov has been accused of robbery, committed in 2004, under prisoners’ evidence.

2. Violence in the North Caucasus

The serious tendency has sharply increased since the summer of 2008. People who say straight about Human Rights violations in the North Caucasus are often victimizated and attacked.

Editor of the website of the Human Rights organization “Mashr” Zurab Tsechoev was kidnapped by unknown officers of Special Forces on the 25th of July, 2008. In six hours the kidnappers threw him on a road. Tsechoev was brutally beaten and had been in hospital for a long time.  

Mokhmadsalah Masaev was kidnapped on the 3rd of August, 2008 in Grozny. Earier in 2006 he was kidnapped in Chechnya and detained in the illegal prison for four months. He gave an interview to the newspaper “Novaya gazeta” on the 10th of July, 2008, in which he accused Ramzan Kadirov of his participating in the kidnapping and detention in the secret prison. Currently nobody knows about his destiny.
The director of the Human Rights organization “Mashr” was fired by unidentified men (they are expected to be police officers) near the organization’s office on the 13th of August, 2008 in the city of Karabulak in Ingushetia.
The leader of a peaceful opposition of Ingushetia, the owner of the website “Ingushetia.ru” and the lawyer Magomed Evloev was arrested in the airport Magas (Ingushetia) on the 31st of August by police officers from the suite of the former president of the republic Zyazikov. He was shot dead in the police car less than half an hour. It has become the most outrageous crime of the authorities lately. Growth of protests lead to his resignation.

A company against Human Rights organization “Dagestan Mothers are for Human Rights” has launched in Dagestan in 2008. This organization gives publicity to cases of kidnapping of people, tortures and fabrication of criminal cases, and demands that the government should investigate these cases and punish criminals. 

Different editions published that the organization had close ties with militants, making references to anonymous informants from law-enforcement agencies. Officers of law-enforcement agencies had threatened activists of the organization for many times and sometimes threats became true. Some of relatives or friends of activists were prosecuted or tortured.

For example: Ilias Dibirov was accused of commission of terrorist crimes, but later he was justified by the Supreme Court of Dagestan. But later unknown people had him shadowed by car without registration numbers. It should be noted that during the investigation of the case Ilias Dibirov was threatened by officers of the Ministry of Internal Affairs that even if he was sent to the court, he would be moved to Chechnya where he would be under the extrajudicial repression.
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