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IHF Condemns Detention of Russian Human Rights Defender 
and Partner Lev Ponomarev

Vienna 27 September 2006. The International Helsinki Federation (IHF) condemns yesterday’s decision of a Moscow court to sentence human rights defender Lev Ponomarev to three days’ of administrative detention for exercising his internationally protected rights to freedom of expression and assembly. 

Together with a group of other human rights activists, Ponomarev organized an event to commemorate the victims of the Beslan hostage taking at Moscow’s Lubianka Square on 3 September. The meeting was dispersed by police and a number of participants were arrested and charged with administrative offences. Ponomarev’s case was the first to be heard by court.

As required by Russian law, the authorities had been informed about the event in advance, and no explicit permission to stage an assembly is needed under relevant legislation. 

The IHF has cooperated with Lev Ponomarev, who is the head of the Russian NGO For Human Rights, for many years and implemented joint projects together with his organization.

For more information:

International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), Aaron Rhodes, Executive Director, Tel. +43-676-635 66 12
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